Read the text and tick () the alternative—a, b, or c—that best answers the questions below it, as in the example (0).

I

f Lunch at the Institut Villa Pierrefeu often feels like a rehearsal, that’s because it is. Under the watchful eye of Rosemary McCallum, a Cordon-Bleu-trained chef and expert on table manners, 13 female students practice the skills they’ve studied in courses on European etiquette and table service. As the meal unfolds in a stately dining room, McCallum gently reminds the five student servers that they must pick up champagne glasses near the bottom of the stems and offer the pear-and-Roquefort tarts from the left. Back home, four of the five women serving have live-in staffs. But the program requires them to rotate through the service role anyway so they can better train and manage their employees. Vera, who plays the role of hostess, steers the conversation from her work with orphans back home in Lebanon to a Mexican guest’s love of horseback riding. All goes well until Vera’s fondness for Toblerone mousse leads her to commit a crucial error. “Your husband is still eating, and you’ve already finished,” McCallum says. “Remember to pace yourself.” Vera glares across the table at her husband, played by a female classmate from India. “Well, Vera says, “my husband should learn to eat faster.”


For nearly 60 years, Switzerland’s last traditional finishing school has taught women social graces, from floral arrangement and table decoration to the art of serving afternoon tea. Updated annually, its intensive six-week course consists of 216 hours of class and, for those working toward a diploma in international etiquette and protocol, 45 exams. Daily practice brings students up to the speed on how to whip up the trendiest desserts and how to gracefully adhere to local customs in 20 countries, including Mexico and Japan. But contrary to stereotype, the motive is not marriage; it’s money. “Lots of people have MBAs, but few have the extra knowledge we can give them,” says Viviane Néri, the school’s principal. “People now realize that good manners make for good business.”

William Lee Adams
0. What exactly is Institut Villa Pierrefeu?

a. A school for bored housewives.

b. A Swiss school for etiquette. 
c. An elitist cookery school.

1. What kind of student attends Institut Villa Pierrefeu?

a. Female students who have hired help at their own homes.

b. Female students who have previously studied table manners.

c. Only those female students who are qualified with an MBA.

2. What does the finishing school demand from its students?

a. That they learn how to arrange the flowers in a centerpiece.

b. That they learn to control their appetites at the dining room table.

c. That they take it in turns to play the part of the server.

3. Why does McCallum refer to the Indian student as Vera’s husband?

a. Because the Indian student is acting as host to Vera’s hostess.

b. Because Vera and the Indian student are lawfully married.

c. Because, contrary to Vera, the Indian student eats very slowly.

4. What do you learn at Institut Villa Pierrefeu?

a. You learn about eating habits in countries like Mexico or Japan.

b. You learn about fashionable dishes as well as good manners.

c. You learn how to set the table and serve afternoon tea gracefully.

5. What is the purpose of the six-week course?

a. To marry a millionaire by appealing to his sense of taste. 

b. To obtain a diploma in international etiquette and protocol.

c. To polish one’s manners in order to make more money.

